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The Queensland Emergency Medicine Research Foundation was an 
initiative of the Queensland Government with the specific aim of funding 
Emergency Medicine Research focused on improving the Emergency Care 
of all Queenslanders.  

Emergency Medicine encompasses a wide range of medical conditions.  If 
you are a patient suffering a heart attack, the victim of a car accident or a 
parent of a critically ill child you will be dependent on Emergency Medicine 
care.   

The Queensland Emergency Medicine Research Foundation offers 
opportunities to expand our knowledge and improve our care across these 
diverse areas.   

QEMRF is a registered charity.  The number of research grants awarded is 
dependent on funding and applications.  Your generosity will contribute to 
an increase in the number of research projects offered grant funding.  All 
donations over $2 are tax deductible.  If you are interested in making a 
donation or a bequest in your will, please complete a donation form on the 
website at www.qemrf.org.au or by phoning 07 3872 2218. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Queensland Emergency Medicine Research Foundation is the registered 
business name of Queensland Emergency Medicine Research Foundation 
Ltd ACN 128 057 170 as trustee of the Queensland Emergency Medicine 
Research Foundation ABN 37 814 620 674, a trust (ñTrustò) established as 
a charitable institution and health promotion charity 
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1. VISION 

Queensland will be regarded as a world leader in Emergency Medicine research and will be the 
location of choice for the brightest minds in Emergency Medicine. 

2. MISSION 

The Queensland Emergency Medicine Research Foundation awards Grants and Fellowships to 
support research relating to the practice of Emergency Medicine in Queensland.  Our purpose is 
to support high quality research directed at improving the care of patients in Emergency 
Departments and to develop Emergency Medicine research capacity in Queensland. 

3. AIMS 

We aim to:  

¶ Fund high quality, robust, ethical Emergency Medicine research. 

¶ Advance the field of Emergency Medicine through research for the benefit of patients. 

¶ Promote the development of a research culture in Queensland Public Hospital 
Emergency Departments.  

¶ Raise public awareness of Emergency Medicine research. 

¶ Attract national and international interest in Queensland Emergency Medicine. 

¶ Facilitate and provide education and training in Emergency Medicine research. 

¶ Raise funds to support Emergency Medicine research. 

4. LOGO 

The Queensland Emergency Medicine Research Foundation logo of the shield symbolises 
strength, integrity, structure, support and incorporates the international ówhite crossô on green 
which are the core elements of the internationally recognized discipline of Emergency 
Medicine/first aid. 

5. BOARD REPORT 

The Board of Directors has much pleasure in presenting its Annual Report to members for the 
year ended 30 June 2009. 
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6. /I!LwΩ{ w9thw¢ 

In this second year of operation, the Foundation is emerging 
from its infancy and growing strongly.  We received our first 
grant and fellowship applications and it is with immense 
pleasure that we have been able to fund many of those 
research projects and fellowships.  The scope of the research 
has been varied and we look forward with anticipation to next 
year when many of these projects will start to provide reports on 
their progress.  The Queensland Emergency Medicine 
Research Foundation (QEMRF) is certainly taking its first steps 
towards encouraging research-driven innovation and excellence 
in Queensland in the field of Emergency Medicine. 

I wish to acknowledge the dedication and commitment of the 
Founding Chair Dr Sylvia Andrew-Starkey who provided vision 
and guidance for the QEMRF from its establishment as a 
Foundation.  I would also like to mention the contribution of Dr 
Michael Sinnott whose dogged determination to develop the 
Foundation originated from an idea which he was willing to 
share and drive.  

The QEMRF also celebrated the successes to date with an official Ministerial Launch in July 
with the Health Minister the Hon Stephen Robertson MP.  We wish to acknowledge the support 
of the Queensland Government and Queensland Health who are committed to encouraging 
Emergency Medicine research in Queensland. 

The recent establishment of the Office of Health and Medical Research within Queensland 
Health is a welcome addition and exemplifies the importance of investing in research as a core 
business activity to improve the health system and attract dynamic individuals into the field of 
medicine.  In order to achieve best practice on an international stage, the focus must be on 
patient outcomes derived from sound clinical research rather than solely focusing on patient 
treatments and discharges.  Being at the forefront of Emergency Medicine research must be a 
continued focal point for the future of the health system in Queensland as the long-term benefits 
will provide greater economies, improved outcomes and an international reputation of high 
standing.  The QEMRF looks forward to working closely with the Office of Health and Medical 
Research in furthering the strategy of Queensland Health to benefit Queenslanders as we head 
Towards Q2 ï Tomorrowôs Queensland. 

I would also take this opportunity to thank all of those who have submitted applications for 
grants, have been involved in the review and awarding process and who have provided advice 
and guidance to assist us getting the Foundation up and running.  And to those on the Board 
who have worked towards supporting, encouraging and developing research capacity in their 
facilities, within Universities and across the field of Emergency Medicine ï thank you.  Without 
the support of the physicians, facilities and staff we would not be able to work towards achieving 
better outcomes for patients in Queensland. 

 

Dr David Rosengren 

Chairman 
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Catrina Codd was appointed the inaugural QEMRF Research 
Manager in June 2008.   She has an eclectic background in 
clinical research and holds a Master of Public Health and a 
Bachelor of Science degree.  In 2006 she attained Clinical 
Research Associate and Clinical Research Trainer certification 
with the Association of Clinical Research Professionals.  She 
has over 24 years experience in healthcare and research, 
working in hospital, government, academic and pharmaceutical 
environments and has held a number of pioneering roles in 
research.   

It has been an exciting, fast-paced year with over $1.1 Million 
awarded in research grants and fellowships.  In the 2008/09 
financial year there were 52 grant applications submitted and 20 
of these were successful in being awarded. 

I was delighted to present at both the Cairns Emergency 
Medicine Conference and the North Queensland Emergency Medicine Conference.   It was also 
a pleasure to facilitate the research planning day on nursing research for the Princess 
Alexandra Hospital. These events provide opportunities to promote the QEMRF and to 
encourage research endeavours.  I enjoyed the opportunity to host an interview and dinner with 
Professor Simon Brown who enthusiastically discussed the complexities of establishing 
research within an emergency department and willingly engaged the audience in lively, 
informative and thought provoking discussion. 

I would like to thank the many individuals who have committed significant time and effort 
supporting the QEMRF.  Firstly, I thank the many patients who have so generously participated 
in research funded by the QEMRF.  My thanks go to Dr Moira Clay who drafted our policies and 
procedures. I thank the Australian Medical Association Queensland for providing us with 
invaluable secretariat support., in particular Jennifer Burgess, Sitika Satui, Filomena Ferlan and 
Matthew Wright.  I thank the board members, advisors and grant reviewers for giving significant 
time during this intensive start up phase of the QEMRF.  During the year we have established a 
robust peer review process including a Grants Advisory Committee, Grants Review Panel and 
Expert Reviewers.  We have also established a Scientific Advisory Committee and Information 
Technology Committee.  I thank our first volunteer Mr Matthew Loxton and also to the medical 
students who have assisted in a voluntary capacity on research projects.  

To spread the word about QEMRF, I have presented at many Emergency Medicine physician 
meetings at various hospitals including the Princess Alexandra, Royal Brisbane and Womenôs, 
The Prince Charles, Redlands, Royal Childrenôs, Mater Childrenôs, Cairns and Ipswich.  
Presentations were also held at the Southern Emergency Department Research Network 
Meeting and the Southern, Northern and Central Area Emergency Department Network 
Meetings.  There has also been communication with Universities and International bodies which 
undertake medical research about the QEMRF.  Two newsletters were produced and 
disseminated, as well as a media release regarding the Ministerial Launch held in July 2008. 

I have enjoyed immensely the opportunity to assist applicants in developing their research 
proposals and for bringing researchers together.  Congratulations to those who have been 
successful in being awarded a grant and I am looking forward to growing the number of 
Emergency Medicine research projects in Queensland. 

 

Ms Catrina Codd  

Research Manager 






































































